When is the composition of normal monomorphisms stable? *
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It is well known that, in general, a normal subgroup of a normal subgroup need not be normal. In other
words, in the category of groups, normality is not transitive. By contrast, in the category of abelian
groups, or more generally in any abelian category, normality is transitive.

In this talk, we exhibit some non-abelian categories in which the composition of normal monomorphisms
is stable, and we explore the categorical characterisations and consequences of this property in the semi-
abelian context.
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